
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

NAMI Greater Cleveland 
 
  
Your Project Title: Arts-Based Support Groups for Individuals with Mental Illness 

Your Project Summary: NAMIGC provides 3 year-round arts-based support groups that support individuals 

with mental illness to achieve recovery: Music Therapy, Art Journaling, and Poet’s Group. Groups meet 

once or twice a month and empower participants to build relationships, express their feelings, combat 

stigma, and connect with their individual needs. All groups are free and open to the public. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: There is a clear definition of who the community is, how they influence the programming and 

how they even showcase the program offerings to encourage attendance. The public is allowed to self-

select both into the program and to what programming format directly meets their individual needs. This 

application does meet the funding requirements based on that and the educated and engaged team 

garnering over 30 years of experience in art therapy and therapy overall. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The application presents a compelling community benefit with a comprehensive outline of 

program objectives. The project demonstrates an ability to be reflective of the community by implementing 

suggestions from individuals taking part in the program. By serving multiple locations across the County, 

they are able to distribute their services effectively. In particular, I felt the goals and tools of measurement 

to be particularly strong reflection of the organization's capacity to implement these programs. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project proposal does meet the funding criteria for this grant category. This is a very strong 

proposal. Two things that come to top for me are the impressive credentials of the workshop leaders and 

the thorough outcomes measurement. I can imagine that this program has really helped those struggling 

with mental illness develop even stronger coping skills. One technical note, I really wanted to see an 

example of the art journaling or other examples of client artwork, but the pdf uploaded did not include any 

images, just descriptions of pieces used in the annual report. Maybe the wrong file was uploaded? That 

would have made for a strong support material piece. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project meets the criteria of public benefit and I appreciate that there are arts classes for 

everyone, and so many different people have the opportunity to engage. 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) has provided some evidence in this application that 

funding criteria are met. In future applications, NAIMI should spend more time fleshing out the cultural 

vibrancy of the project. While I was impressed with the roster of who was involved, I was less impressed 

by the program design. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

